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There are 180 members of the House of
Representatives, also called the Lower
House, and 56 members of the Senate, or the
Upper House. Membersare elected by
popular vote to serve two-year termsof

office. There is no limit on the number of

terms a representative or senator can serve.
Throughout the state, there are “districts” setup
in which the representatives and senatorsare
elected from.




image7.png
The General Assembly

Qualifications to Hold Office
The House of
Representatives

> 25years of age
> 21yearsofage > Citizen of the United States
> Citizen of the United States > Citizen of Georgiafor at least
> Citizen of Georgiafor at least twoyears
twoyears > Legal residentsof their elected
> Legal residentsof their elected district for at least one year
district for at least one year

There is no term limit for either house of the General Assembly. In other words, a
representativeand senator could serve their entire lives if they wanted as long as
they were continually reelected by the people.
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The House of
Representatives

(The Lower House)

180 members

The Senate
(The Upper House)

56 members

Limit of
Terms:

Election:
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There s little difference in the daily
operations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. However, there are a couple
of distinct differences: First, only the House
of Representatives can write appropriations
(spending) bills. Secondly, only the Senate
can confirm appointments made by the
governor to executive offices. Similar
responsibilities included the proposing and
passing of bills. Bills must be passed by both
houses before being sent on to the governor
with the hopes of the bill becoming law.
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As mentioned previously, the General
Assembly is bicameral, or has two houses or
chambers: the largest is the House of

Representatives (180 members) and the
smaller is the Senate (56 members).
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So who are the leaders of the General Assembly?
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House of Representatives,
Speaker of the House

Senate, the Lieutenant Governor

President Pro-
tempore Senate
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The layout of leadership positions is very similar to the United States' Congress

as you can see below.
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[Committee]





image17.png
Besides presiding overthe houses and running the meetings, one of the
most important responsibilities of the Lt. Governor and the Speaker of
the House i to assign committees in their respected chambers.

The purpose of these committeesis to look over their assigned bills
(proposed laws) by researching them, listening to experts on the topic,
make any necessary revisions, and deciding whether or not the bill needs

to go before the entire house for a discussion and vote.

Members of each chamber may be a member of several committees and
responsible for many different bills.

Most of these committees meet only during the 40-day session, but there
are a few permanent committees that meet year round on certain issues,
like taxes and appropriations (government spending).
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President Pro-Tem,

Speaker David Ralston
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Georgia's Governor, Georgia's Lieutenant Governor,

Nathan Deal casey Cagle
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Governor

utenant Governor

Citizenship:

Election:
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Managing the state’s budget (the plan for recelving and spending money)
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‘The Georgia General Assembly meets every year from the second Monday in January for a
session that lasts 40 days. There are two elected houses called the State Legislature. The House
of Representatives has 180 members; the State Senate has 56 members.

In order for a bill (2 legislator’s idea) to become law, both houses must agree (vote) on the same
version of the bill. This bill must go through the same process in both the House and the Senate.
‘The bill must get atleast 91 votes in the House and 29 votes in the Senate.

Once itis passed by both houses, it goes to the govemor. He may sign it or he may leave it alone
for 10 days after which it automatically becomes a law. If he vetoes i, both houses may vote to
override the veto by a 2/3 majority in each house. It then becomes a law without the signature of
the govenor.





